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the Church. A Gothic monarchy was established, and a
Gothic aristocracy of military barbarians ruled the land.
Persecution of non-Christians began. Jewish traders and
settlers who had established themselves in many parts of
Spain were now battered and hounded, and for a period
of nearly three hundred years Gothic blood was held to be
the best. It reminds us of Nazi Germany and "non-Aryans."
Most of the Romans, especially those in the armies,
had been withdrawn from Spain while the country groaned
under its new invaders. Spaniards turned towards Africa,
where Mohammedanism was making great progress with the
useful aid of fire and sword, inspiring the native Berbers
with a roaring zeal for the new religion. The Jews in Spain
looked towards the Semitic race which was being so success-
ful in Africa to come to their aid, and once more Spain
was invaded—this time from the south. New conquerors
overran the Peninsula, and, to quote an old chronicle :
" Spain was broken into fragments ; her children were dead
or in exile. Forgotten was the sound of her singing, and
her language was converted into alien words and into the
speech of a strange people. The Moors clothed themselves
in the gay attire of their spoils; the reins of their horses
were as fire, their faces were black as pitch, their eyes shone
like burning candles; their horses were swift as leopards,
and the riders fiercer than a wolf in die sheepfold at night.
The vile people of Africa were now exalted on high/'
The new invaders consisted of Arabs and Berbers,
Arabs being the dominant race. It is generally recognized
that the Arab is one of the finest types of mankind. He
is an excellent specimen : an inquisitive, acquisitive gentle-
man ; treacherous and hospitable, dignified and intelligent.
The Berbers, on the other hand, were (and are) short, thick-
set men, robust, fatalistic, and with the inclination to excel

